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TRANSPORTATION NEWS FROM THE BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 


Federal DOT Agencies Certify the Boston MPO Planning Process, with Conditions 


T he Federal Highway A dministration 
and Federal T ransit A dministration 
informed the Boston M etropolitan Plan- 
ning Organization in a M ay 16 letter of 
their decision to continue certification of 
the MPO’s planning process. T he 
certification, however, was 
granted with the understanding 
that within 120 days: 


¢ The recently adopted U pdate 
of the Regional T ransportation 
Plan will be amended to include an 
addendum that draws conclusions from 
the U pdate’s assessment of equity in 
the transit system and relates these 
conclusions to the U pdate’s recommen- 
dations. 

A work program will be developed, and 
submitted to FHWA and FTA, for 
assessing environmental justice from a 
system-level, intermodal perspective. 

U Itimately, the assessment’s conclu- 
sions will be incorporated in a new 
Transportation Plan to be adopted 
before the next federal certification 
review, which is expected to take place 
in March 2004. 

A copy of the federal recertification |et- 





oy recommendations 


ter, can be downloaded at 
www.bostonmpo.org. T he letter arose in 
response to corrective actions taken by 
the MPO to address recommendations 
made in the joint FHWA-FTA certifica- 
tion review report of 
March 2001. It 
acknowledges the 
M PO's efforts to 
respond to these 


“with a thorough and exhaustive process 
that goes well beyond the requirements 
outlined in the [report].” 


T he corrective actions taken by the 
MPO following the March 2001 report 
were: 


¢ The development of a definition of 
environmental justice and the estab- 
lishment of criteria for measuring its 
achievement. This work was submitted 
to FHWA and FTA in June 2001. 

¢ Revision of the Boston MPO M emo- 
randum of U nderstanding, the docu- 
ment governing the structure and oper- 
ation of the MPO. The revisions uni- 
fied the organization by strengthening 
the relationship of state and local MPO 





members. The MOU submitted to the 
federal agencies in December 2001. 
T he development of a new Public Par- 
ticipation Plan that expanded on the 
MPO’s commitment to a broader pub- 
lic outreach process. The new 
plan was adopted in M arch 
2002 after a 45-day public 
¥ ==, review period. Public work- 
; <4 Shops are among the M PO's 
“=a, efforts to enhance the 
~~ review of the plan. 
T he updating of the 2000 Regional 
Transportation Plan through an open 
and participatory process. T his process 
included a round of public workshops 
held in the fall of 2001 and again this 
soring as well as ongoing meetings with 
the M PO's Environmental Justice A d 
Hoc Committee. T he updated plan 
includes a measurement of transporta- 
tion equity using the environmental 
justice criteria mentioned above. It also 
was adopted in M arch 2002. 
MPO staff will begin work immediately 
on both the addendum to the T rans- 
portation Plan U pdate and the develop- 
ment of a new environmental justice 
work program. 


MPO Creates New Committee on Environmental Justice 


In an effort to expand its outreach to tra- 
ditionally underserved communities, the 
MPO has reconstituted the Environmen- 
tal Justice Ad Hoc Committee as a stand- 
ing committee of the MPO. During the 
development of the 2002 U pdate of the 
Regional Transportation Plan, the MPO 
determined that the mission of the Ad 
Hoc Committee needed to be formalized 
and the committee membership 
expanded to provide direct representa- 
tion for low-income and minority com- 


the information will be posted on the 
MPO Web site at www.bostonmpo.org. 


munities located outside of the urban 
core. The standing committee will be 


composed of three members representing 
the area outside of Route 128, three 
members representing the area between 
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BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES 


TRANSPORTATION PLANNING & PROGRAM: 
MING COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS 


- In May, the Transportation Planning and Programming 
Committee approved two reports prepared by the Central 
Transportation Planning Staft: 


¢ Route 1 Corridor Bus Study Report - T his study assesses the ridership potential in 
the corridor surrounding Route 1/Providence T urnpike/V FW Parkway from N or- 
wood through W estwood and Dedham to W est Roxbury. 

¢ Evaluation of the FH WA Bicycle C ompatibility Index U sing M etroW est Roadways - 
T he purpose of the study was to evaluate roadways in the M etroW est area using a 
rating system developed by the Federal Highway A dministration and to compare 
it to bicyclists’ subjective evaluations of the same roadways. 

To request a copy of these reports contact CT PS at (617) 973-7100 or 

publicinformation@ctps.org. 


The committee also approved two adjustments to the FY 2002-2007 T ransportation 
Improvement Program for public comment. 


¢ The first TIP adjustment, which was requested by M assH ighway, adjusts funding 
to reflect current construction cost estimates and reassigns $26 million in funding 
from non federal-aid to federal-aid for seven bridges in the region. T hese bridges 
are already included in the current TIP. 

¢ The second TIP adjustment, which was requested by the MBTA, will allow the 
construction of the Blue Line’s M averick Station to begin in 2003, which Is 2-3 
years sooner than originally scheduled. 

The comment period for the adjustments will close on June 3. T hey are posted on 

the Boston MPO Web site at www.bostonmpo.org and can also be obtained by con- 

tacting David M ohler at (617) 973-7100 or mohler@ctps.org. The Planning and 

Programming Committee is expected to vote on the adjustments on June 20. See 

the calendar on page 4 for details. 


REGIONAL T RANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL U PDATE 


At its M ay meeting, two regional business leaders, Robert O'Brien, executive direc- 
tor of MOVE Massachusetts, and Richard Dimino, president and chief executive 





officer of the Artery Business Committee, shared their views with members and pro- 


vided guidance on drawing business interests into regional transportation planning. 
The A dvisory Council also adopted new bylaws for MPO approval and voted to 
include the M edical, Academic, and Scientific Community Organization, Inc. 
(MASCOQ) in its membership. As part of its program to learn first hand about the 
major projects in the region, the A dvisory Council is scheduled to visit the Big Dig 
on May 29th. 


AACT UPDATE 


The main event of the M ay 
meeting of the A ccess A dvisory 
Committee to the MBTA was 
acknowledgement and celebra- 
tion of Ben Haynes for 25 years 
of dedicated service to the dis- 
ability community. Mr. Haynes 
has worked tirelessly to improve 
the MBTA’s paratransit service 
and the accessibility of MBTA 
fixed route service. 





Current chair, James liver, and former chair, 
Phillip Beaulieu, congratulate Ben Haynes on 
25 years of service to AACT. 
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New Pedestrian Bridges at 
Logan Airport Connect 
Terminal B to Parking 


State-of-the-art pedestrian bridges with 
moving sidewalks now connect Logan 
International A irport’s T erminal B with 
the airport’s new central parking facility. 
The $37 million walkways, part of the $4 
billion Logan M odernization Program, 
opened in late A pril. 


T he terrazzo floors of the bridges incorpo- 
rate artwork depicting native N ew Eng- 
land undersea creatures. T he 12-foot- 
high, 26-foot-wide walkways also provide 
stunning views of Logan’s airfield and the 
Boston skyline. T hese bridges comple- 
ment those that opened in 1998 at T er- 
minalsA and E. When afinal walkway 
opens in June at Terminal C, all termi- 
nals will have pedestrian connections to 
the central parking facility. 


Local Somerville artist Jane Goldman 
created both the artwork in Terminal B’s 
walkway and the marine artwork to be 
found in Terminal A and E’s walkways. 
The work was painstakingly researched to 
attain accurate depictions of native 
marine life, and it forms the largest piece 
of public art in N ew England. 


Fresh Pond Corridor 
Enhancements Completed 


The Fresh Pond Corridor Enhancement 
Project, which was undertaken by the 
City of Cambridge in partnership with 
the M etropolitan District Commission, 
set out primarily to improve and expand 
the pedestrian and bicycle facilities along 
Fresh Pond Parkway; this included con- 
structing new pathways and improving 
roadway crossings. T he project also 
included traffic improvements, landscap- 
ing, urban design elements, and sewer 
and storm water improvements. On M ay 
19 the City of Cambridge held a cere- 
mony, attended by over 500 people, 
marking the completion of the effort. 


The $11 million cost of the project was 
jointly funded by a federal ISTEA 
Enhancement Program grant, the M assa- 
chusetts W ater Resources A uthority 
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MBTA Makes Agreement with Zipcar, Purchases U Itra- 


Low-Sulfur Diesel Fuel 


The M assachusetts 
Bay Transportation 
A uthority has initi- 
f ated two progressive 
programs with envi- 
ronmental benefits, 
one an agreement with Zipcar of Cam- 
bridge, the other a program for the 
updating of its bus fleet. 





The Zipcar agreement was announced at 
a press conference held M ay 13 to kick 
off N ational Transportation W eek. Zip- 
Car iS an innovative service offering 
much more flexible short-term use of 
autos than is possible through traditional 
car rental. There is 24-hour access to 
Zipcars, which are parked off-street at 
various locations throughout C ambridge. 
Zipcar locations will be expanded to 
include selected MBTA stations. 


Zipcars are environmentally friendly, 
hybrid electric/gas vehicles. The MBTA 
is the first transit agency in the country 
to offer its customers vehicles of this 
type. “N ational Transportation W eek isa 
great opportunity to highlight MBTA 
initiatives,” said acting secretary of trans- 
portation and MBTA chairman James H. 
Scanlan. “From Night Owl service, to 
Zipcars, to building the last leg of the 
Old Colony, the Swift administration is 


dedicated to promoting public transporta- 


tion.” Further information on Zipcar may 
be found at www.zipcar.com. 


TheMBTA will be the first transit 
authority in N ew England to power all of 
its diesel buses with environmentally 
friendly ultra-low-sulfur diesel (ULSD) 
fuel. It will convert 578 buses to the fuel 
over the coming months. Four hundred 
MBTA buses, located at the Cabot and 
Charlestown garage facilities, have 
already been using ULSD as part of a 
pilot program that began in A ugust. 


In April the MBTA entered into an 
agreement with Sprague Energy of 
Portsmouth, N.H., to receive more than 
3.5 million gallons of ULSD annually. 
Sprague Energy is the largest supplier of 
ULSD in the nation. 
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The U.S. Environmental Protection 

A gency has mandated that the sulfur 
content of diesel fuel be reduced from 
500 to 15 parts per million nationwide by 
2006. The MBTA will be compliant with 
this mandate nearly four years early by 
converting to ULSD now. ULSD con- 
tains 95 percent less sulfur than conven- 
tional diesel fuel. The MBTA will 
deplete its standard diesel storage tanks 
to aminimum level and refill them with 
ULSD. 


W ithout any mechanical modifications 
to a bus, the use of ULSD reduces the 
emissions of particulate matter, or “soot,” 
by 23 percent, of carbon monoxide by 29 
percent, and of total hydrocarbons by 76 
percent. a 2 

Someofthe s 
MBTA’s 
diesel buses 
will, in addi- 
tion to being 
fueled by ULSD, be fitted with a diesel 
particulate filter. The combination of 
ULSD and the filter reduces emissions of 
carbon monoxide and hydrocarbon par- 
ticulate matter by 90 percent. The appli- 
cation of this technology to buses already 
in the fleet is a relatively low-cost 
method of achieving much “cleaner” 
Operation. 


“Using clean ULSD fuel in the MBTA 
buses immediately improves air quality 
for our customers and the communities 
we serve,” said Michael H. Mulhern, 
MBTA general manager. “ULSD imme- 
diately curtails emissions and enables us 
to maximize the environmental benefits 
of diesel particulate filter technology.” 


zipcar” 





ULSD is widely used in Europe, but is 
relatively new to the United States. The 
MBTA isthe second major U.S. metro- 
politan transit authority to convert to 
ULSD, following the N ew York City 
Metropolitan Transit A uthority. 


Cruise Season, Water Taxi 
Service Begin in Boston 


On April 28, cruise lines began operating 
their seasonal services from M assport’s 
Black Falcon Cruise T erminal. From 

A pril through October, more than 90 
vessels transport over 200,000 passengers 
from Boston to destinations in Bermuda, 
Canada, the Caribbean, and England. 


The 2002 season marks the ninth consec- 
utive year that N orwegian Cruise Line’s 
N orwegian M ajesty makes its weekly run 
to Saint George, Bermuda. T ransatlantic 
Sailing to H arwich, England, is available 
aboard the Cunard Line’sQE2. In Sep- 
tember, R esidensea’s oceangoing W orld, 
featuring onboard residences, will debut. 
The ship will offer world-class amenities 
to residents of 110 spacious units and 
users of 88 guest suites. 


Cruises to Canada are offered by a num- 
ber of cruise lines. Holland A merica’s 
new flagship, the Rotterdam, makes 7- 
and 10-day trips to H alifax, M ontreal, 
Quebec, and Prince Edward Island. 
North A tlantic voyages are also available 
on Royal Caribbean, N orwegian Cruise 
Line, Silver Seas Cruise Line, and the 

C unard/Seabourne Line. Carnival Cruise 
Line and Princess Cruise Line will bring 
new vessels to Boston later this year. A 
schedule of cruises may be found at 
www.massport.com/ports/cruis.html. 


Passengers traveling from Black Falcon 
Cruise T erminal should be prepared for 
enhanced security measures, including 
mandatory checkpoints and luggage scan- 
ning. Picking up and dropping off passen- 
gers at curbside is prohibited; parking Is 
available at the EDIC garage located a 
short distance from the terminal. 


In arelated story, City W ater Taxi, 
Boston Harbor’s only on-call water shut- 
tle, has begun its season of operation as 
well. T his year it has increased its fleet 
from four to five vessels and the number 
of its call stops from 12 to 13. The cost Is 
$10 to downtown locations and $15 to 
Charlestown. City W ater T axi Is part of 
a growing network of water transporta- 
tion services in Boston’s inner and outer 
harbors. 
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MEETING CALENDAR 





T he public is welcome to attend the following 
transportation-related meetings this month. A photo 
ID is usually required for access to meeting 
locations. 


AT THE STATE T RANSPORTATION 
BUILDING, 10 PARK PLAZA, 
BOSTON 


Thursday, J une 6 
Boston MPO Transportation 
Planning and Programming 
Committee W ork Session 
MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150 


Thursday, J une 6 
MBTA Board of Directors 
MBTA Room 3830 


W ednesday, June 12 
R egional T ransportation 
Advisory C ouncil 
Conference Room 1 


Thursday, J une 20 
Boston MPO Transportation 
Planning and Programming 
C ommittee 
MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150 


W ednesday, June 26 
Access A dvisory C ommittee 
to the MBTA (AACT) 
Conference Room 4 


AT OTHER BOSTON-AREA LOCATIONS 


Tuesday, June 4 
Boston MPO TIP Seminar 
for Municipal Officials 
W ayland T own Hall 
41 Cochituate Road, W ayland 
Contact Pam W olfe at (617) 973-7141 or 
pamwolfe@ctps. org to reserve space 


MBTA Community Meeting: 
Riverside Line C ustomer Service 
Improvements 
W entworth Institute of Technology 
Beatty H all (Faculty Dining Room) 
550 Huntington A venue, Boston 


MBTA Community Meeting: 
N orth Shore M ajor Investment 


10:00 A.M. 


1:00 p.m. 


3:00 p.m. 


10:00 a.m. 


1:00 p.m. 


9:00 a.m. 


6:00 p.m. 


7:30 P.M. 


“T alk Transit I1” 
Hale and Dorr, 26th Floor 
60 State Street, Boston 


MPO/MAPC-SPoNSORED WORKSHOPS 

T ransportation Improvement Program and U nified 
Planning W ork Program development workshops will 
be held at the following M APC subregional meetings 
this month: 


W ednesday, June 5 
Inner Core Committee 
M etropolitan A rea Planning 
Council 
60 T emple Place, Boston 


W ednesday, June 12 
N orth Suburban Planning Council 8:30 a.m. 
Lynnfield Town Hall 
55 Summer Street, Lynnfield 


Thursday, June 13 
N orth Shore T ask Force 
Senior Center/Scout Building 
Pickering Street, Essex 


Minuteman A dvisory Group on 
Interlocal C oordination 

Acton Public Library 

470 Main Street, A cton 


W ednesday, June 19 
M etroW est T ransportation 
T ask Force 
M etroW est Growth M anagement 
Office, Suite 106 
14 Vernon Street, Framingham 


T hree Rivers Interlocal C ouncil 
N eponset V alley Chamber 
of Commerce 
190 V anderbilt A venue, N orwood 


T hursday, June 20 


10:00 A.M. 


8:30 A.M. 


7:30 P.M. 


4:00 p.m. 


4:00 p.m. 


SouthW est A dvisory Planning 3:00 P.M. 
C ommittee 

Holliston T own Offices 

100 Linden Street, H olliston 
South Shore C oalition 7:30 P.M. 


Hingham T own Hall 
South M eeting Room, Third Floor 
210 Central Street, Hingham 





Mm Fresh Pond cont. from p. 2 


(MW RA), and local funds. T he work 
involved the efforts of anumber of state 
agencies, including the MWRA and 

M assH ighway. 


“M_assH ighway is happy to be a part of 


this multiagency effort to create a safer 


environment for pedestrians, bicyclists, 
and motorists on Fresh Pond Parkway,” 


Said acting commissioner John Cogliano 


of M assH ighway. Barbara Lucas, vice- 
chair of the Boston M etropolitan Plan- 
ning Organization, commented, “The 
MPO has been a consistent supporter of 


transportation enhancement projects for 
the region. T he Fresh Pond Parkway 


project isan example of the best type of 
enhancement— improving both the form 
and function of bike and pedestrian 
access along the parkway.” 
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Tuesday, June 11 
Central Artery Environmental 
Oversight C ommittee M eeting: 


Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization 
State Transportation Building 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150 

Boston, MA 02116 


3:00 p.m. 


transportation meetings open to the public are listed 
on the Boston MPO Website, at 
www. bostonmpo. org. 


(617) 973-7089 (TTY), (617) 973-8855 (fax) or 
publicinformation@ctps.org (e-mail). 
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